Aetiology and Morbid Heredity.?(/) As regards SOX, the various conditions which influence the development of insanity seem to be operative in nearly equal proportion in the two sexes. The result is that nearly equal numbers of the two sexes become subject to mental disease, the preponderance of numbers being slightly on the female side. This preponderance is greater than the relatively small predominance in numbers of the female over the male general population. The particular {Etiological factors determining insanity in women, such as the special conditions attendant on child-birth and the puerperium, lactation, unsatisfied sexual life, the menopause, &c., may be balanced against those causes which act more potently on the other sex, such as the rivalries and anxieties of business and of professional life, the freer indulgence in alcoholic liquors and other excesses, and the greater liability to cranial and cerebral injuries and accidents. The incidence of
syphilis also appears to be fraught with more serious consequences as regards cerebral and mental involvement when it occurs in the male than when it affects the female. The combination, however, of the effects of syphilis and of alcohol on a considerable proportion of the female population in great cities, viz., the immoral and prostitute class, undoubtedly serves to enhance the proportion of female victims to cerebral and mental disease. In various localities these factors must vary, and hence the figures and lunacy statistics furnished by different counties in the United Kingdom show corresponding differences.
(g) The A very interesting and instructive chapter is published ]>y Dr. W. Ireland,13 which deals with the history of resulted in bringing about in tlie offspring various physical and mental defects and degeneracies, including epilepsy, imbecility (intellectual and moral), mania, melancholia, hypochondriasis, hysterical insanity, &c., and which the " fierce light that beats on a throne" has revealed to contemporary writers and observers.
These genealogical tables and data tell their own tale.
